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Haifa Prior to AI-Nakba': City and Society By Mahmoud Yazbak

Until the middle of the eighteenth century, Haifa was a small town located at the far
western edge of the bay that was known even then as khalij ‘akka (the Gulf of Akka). After
al-Shaykh Zahir al-‘Umr al-Zaydani took control of the city and made it capital of the Galilee
region, he began to raze and transport the town of Haifa east to a spot protected by mountains
on the west and splashed by the waves of the sea. Zahir al-‘Umr surrounded the "new" city of
Haifa with walls. At the foot of Mount Carmel located to its west, in a place overlooking
Haifa and Akka, he placed a tower, called Burj al-Salam (Tower of Peace) to protect the new
city and the peninsula, and to prevent pirates from sheltering or harassing boats carrying
goods in and out of Akka. Al-Shaykh al-Zahir built a small wharf in Haifa, as well as a
building for the government, a church, and a mosque, all of which are still standing to this
day. Al-Shaykh Zahir divided the city into two parts: east and west. The eastern district came
to be known, and is still known, as 'the eastern neighborhood', and it contains Muslims'
homes. The route to Akka began from Haifa's eastern gate. As for the western side, it was
designated for the residence of people in Christian denominations. It came to be known as

harat al-kana'is (the neighborhood of churches). The road from the western gate led to Yafa...

1. Al-nakba refers to the 'disaster' of 1948 when the establishment of Israel resulted in the expulsion of
Palestinians from their residences.
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